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C%doba's Mezquita (mosque),

built from the eighth to the
eleventh centuries under

the rule of the emirs and
caliphs of the Dmayya
Dynasty, is the most
outstanding example of
[slamic art in the Westemn
World. The first Islamic temple
was erected on the original
Basilica of San Vicente. In 785,
limir Abd al-Rahman | bought
the church from the Visigoths
for 100.000 dinars. In the
architects’ design. the mosque
was divided into two equal
spaces: the salin, or courtvard:
and the iwar, or prayer-hall.

Eidk

i _
Inside the Mezaquita

The two spaces would
experience a number of
extensions undertaken by
the heirs of the first
Omayyad emir.

The Mezquita stands on

the banks of the River
Guadalquivir. Its square
footing rises into four artistic
facades which tell of the
monument’s profuse history.
lnside, in addition to the bell
tower and the original sahn,
looms the Christian cathedral,
erected in the sixteenth
century. The north facade,
overlooking the street,

Calle Cardenal Herrero, is the
most artistic of the four.

To the left is the altar known
as Virgen de los Faroles. The
building’s main door is Puerta
del Perdon, fitted in the times
of Abd al-Rahman III. Next to
it is the cathedral belfry, the-

highest tower in Cordobal

A total of 203 steps winding
their way up the old Arab

The door, Puerta de
IasPalnns.leadsimome

minaret take us to the topof  Mezquita’s interior, where we

its 54 metres. The other three
facades have been restored
many times in the course of
the last 100 years, The biggest
restoration works were carried
out in 1908, when Burgos
architect Ricardo Velazquez
Bosco and Cordovan sculptor
Mateo Inurria redecorated
the doors leading inside the
temple with arches. voussoirs,
plasterwork and damascenes.

The old coutyard is pervaded

finished off with leaf shaped i
capitals. In the centre of

the patio is the legendary
baroque Fountain of Santa
Maria. a meeting point for
young lovers.

first see the space occupied
by the original oratory, built
on the instructions of Abd
al-Rahman Lin the last third
of the eighth century.
The darkness flooding the
interior is in keeping with
what was probably lhe
original atmosphere

Of particular note among

the Islamic temple’s original
and most valued architectural
features are the arcades
supporting the roof,

Nolhlng ike them haul ever

ment’s characteristic
s the red and white
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