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The role of music in teaching Arabic for speakers of other language:
Enhancing cultural competence and the appreciation of Arabic music

Dr. Safa Hilal Haddad

Assistant Professor — Department of Music / Faculty of Fine Arts, Yarmouk
University — Jordan.

Abstract: This study explores the use of music in teaching Arabic for speakers of
other language, addressing the cultural problems faced by non-native speakers.
Although music plays a crucial role in Arab culture, its use for educational
purposes is very limited. This study focuses on the ways in which learners of
Arabic can develop cultural intelligence, language skills, and appreciation
through the use of Arabic songs.

This study employed a descriptive-analytical approach by examining a set of
selected Arabic songs of classical poetry and analyzing their language, culture,
and art. The results have shown that music can be one of the most effective
ways of bridging cultures as it conveys subtle ideas and cultures that traditional
texts cannot capture. This study suggests that Arabic music should be
integrated as a primary teaching and cultural resource into the teaching of
Arabic to non-native speakers

Keywords: Teaching Arabic for speakers of other language, Cultural
competence, Arabic music.
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