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From Written Narrative to Screen: Requirements for Adapting a Written Story into
a Cinematic Film

Abstract

This study addresses the requirements for adapting a written story into a cinematic
film. It does so by examining the history of the relationship between written
narrative text and cinema, then exploring the evolving concept of narrative in
contemporary criticism, identifying common elements between narrative text and
cinematic film, and ultimately clarifying the demands of the adaptation process itself.

The study relied on the descriptive analytical method to elucidate the relationship
between written narrative text and text displayed on screen, in light of contemporary
narrative concepts.

The study reached several conclusions, the most prominent being that the language
of cinema is characterized by its reliance on visual imagery. This necessitates, when
selecting a narrative work for adaptation, considering the presence of elements of
suspense and excitement, or providing them during the process of converting the
work from written narrative to sequential visual narrative on screen.

Keywords: Narrative, Suspense and Excitement, Visual Treatment of Narrative,
Artistic Treatment.
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