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A Linguistic Perspective on the Relationship between Supplication
and Worship — Between Reality and Claim (A Study of the Book Titled
Fath al-Majid Sharh Kitab al-Tawhid)

The religion of Islam is founded upon the testimony that there is no god but
Allah. Allah sent our Master Muhammad s commanding the worship of
Allah alone, forbidding that any partner be associated with Him, warning
those who oppose this command of a painful punishment, and clarifying
that the forms of worship are many, all of which share a unifying essence:
the utmost degree of humility and submission.

Whoever directs any of this (worship) to other than Allah has violated the
greatest of Allah’s rights over His slaves. Thus, it is obligatory upon the
slave to devote worship solely to Allah and to avoid all that constitutes shirk
(polytheism).

Whoever does this and affirms the oneness of Allah, it is not permissible for
anyone to accuse him of shirk. However, both in the past and present,
there have appeared those who claim that calling upon or supplicating to
anyone other than Allah the Exalted constitutes shirk that contradicts
tawhid. Based on this, they assert that whoever says “O Muhammad” has
committed shirk.

Since such forms of supplication are widespread in Muslim lands, some
opponents have gone so far as to claim: “Most scholars of the lands do not
know of tawhid except what the polytheists themselves acknowledged.”
The gravity and unjust takfir (accusation of disbelief) contained in such a

claim is evident.



Although scholars have responded to this kind of discourse, | have not
seen anyone address the refutation of the alleged necessary or inherent
linguistic link between du‘a’ (supplication) and ‘ibadah (worship). Hence, |
undertook this study to explore that issue.

Using an inductive, descriptive, and analytical methodology, | clarified the
meaning of ‘/badah, the meaning of du'a’, and the intended meanings of
dalalat al-iltizam (implicative meaning) and dalalat al-tadammun (included
meaning), and demonstrated that du‘a’ neither entails nor necessarily
implies ‘ibadah.

This study focused on the linguistic meanings and semantic implications of
the relevant terms, without delving extensively into scriptural evidences
from the Qur'an and Hadith or the objections of the opponents.

The study concluded that there is no basis for declaring someone a
disbeliever merely for calling upon other than God, unless such invocation
involves what qualifies as worship. It also emphasized that understanding
the language is indispensable for understanding the religion, and that one
must attain strength in it to defend the religion and safeguard it from
distortion."

Keywords: invocation — supplication — worship — semantic implication —

included meaning — implicative meaning
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