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Abstract

A dictionary is not merely a tool for understanding vocabulary; it is also an
educational and cognitive instrument that reinforces Arab identity and nurtures linguistic and
cultural belonging. Training children in dictionary use enhances their linguistic thinking,
strengthens their ability to comprehend contexts and multiple meanings, enriches their mental
lexicon, and improves their reading and writing skills—positively impacting their academic
performance and cognitive development.

Incorporating Arabic lexicography into educational curricula constitutes a
fundamental pillar for cultivating linguistic awareness. This educational direction is a
strategic investment aimed at preserving the language and enhancing its presence in
knowledge and professional domains. Arabic is not just a means of communication—it is the
vessel of cultural identity, the language of Islam, and the key to understanding the Qur’an and
Prophetic traditions. Therefore, embedding it in school awareness is both a cognitive and
educational necessity.

This initiative seeks to develop students’ competency in using dictionaries from an
early age, treating it as a fundamental skill that strengthens their connection with Standard
Arabic. It represents a strategic step to establish an active and conscious relationship between
children and the Arabic dictionary, supporting their linguistic and cognitive formation,
deepening their understanding of word structures and meanings, and reinforcing their
linguistic and cultural identity through dictionary interaction, transforming it into a dynamic
educational resource.

The initiative’s importance arises from the increasing need to solidify children’s ties
to their mother tongue through the dictionary, which serves as an unconventional yet
powerful tool, especially in the face of contemporary challenges such as the dominance of
dialects and the retreat of Standard Arabic in education and media. It highlights the
dictionary’s educational role and calls for extending its instruction beyond university to all
academic stages.

Expected outcomes include expanding students’ mental lexicons, understanding word
roots and their historical development, thereby bridging the gap between the younger
generation and their language—particularly when vocabulary is carefully chosen and linked
to Arabic and Islamic studies to deepen comprehension of the Qur’an and Hadith.
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