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Abstract

The Noble Qur'an has served as the focal point of an immense body of
scholarly inquiry, generating a vast corpus of works encompassing analysis,
exegesis, and methodological engagement. These efforts gave rise to a variety of
disciplines, including Islamic jurisprudence and its foundational principles, Qur’anic
sciences, and exegetical traditions. Simultaneously, the Arabic linguistic tradition
produced numerous grammatical and philological treatises that regarded the Qur’an
as both a linguistic source and a foundational reference for syntactic and
morphological rules, often employing it as a primary medium for citation and
argumentation.

Arabic grammar, in particular, has long been recognized as indispensable to
understanding Qur’anic interpretation. Within this intellectual framework emerged
works on Ma‘ani al-Qur'an—texts that sought to integrate grammatical analysis with
exegetical interpretation to resolve semantically or syntactically challenging
expressions. Among the most influential of these are Mushkil I'rab al-Qur'an wa
Ma‘anihi by al-Farra’ and Ma‘ant al-Qur’an wa Tafsir Mushkil I‘rabihi by Qutrub.

The present study undertakes a comparative analysis of these two seminal
works, examining the exegetical methodologies employed by al-Farra” and Qutrub in
interpreting Qur’anic meanings. It investigates their respective approaches to
presenting meanings and their deployment of linguistic and grammatical evidence.

The study is framed around a central set of research questions: Do al-Farra’
and Qutrub rely on the same forms of linguistic and evidentiary reasoning? Do they
address overlapping grammatical concerns? What are the key areas of convergence
and divergence in their approaches?

Methodology:

This study adopts a descriptive-comparative methodology. Selected
exegetical issues are examined and compared across the two works, highlighting
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similarities and differences in interpretive approach. Each issue is presented with
illustrative examples, but the analysis refrains from subjective evaluation or
preference, adhering instead to a purely descriptive framework aimed at delineating
points of intersection and divergence between the two texts. The findings indicate
that al-Farra’ primarily grounds his interpretations in canonical Qur’anic readings
(gira’at), Arabic poetic tradition, and transmitted reports. Qutrub, by contrast, exhibits
a tendency toward a more inductive and descriptive linguistic approach, relying on
the natural speech and usage of native Arab speakers, often without strict adherence
to traditional authorities.

The study reveals significant methodological differences between the two
grammarians, particularly in their treatment of variant readings and their respective
criteria for linguistic authority. Moreover, it demonstrates that their distinct
grammatical orientations yield differing semantic interpretations of certain verses.

The research ultimately underscores the interpretive richness that emerges
from engaging with the diverse methodologies of early scholars, offering valuable
insights into the epistemological plurality of the classical Arabic-Islamic tradition.

Keywords:

Al-Farra’, Qutrub, Ma‘ani Al-Qur’an, Arabic grammar, Qur’anic readings,
Comparative exegesis.
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