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Science fiction between realism and futurism

in Habib Abdul Rab Sroury’s novel ¢ Displacement”
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houdaeid@hotmail.com
Abstract:



Objectives: The study highlights the significance of the novel Displacement as a modern literary
product that emulates science and its advancements, especially in astronomy and physical and
mathematical sciences. The author employs an experimental literary style, combined with an
eloquent language that makes use of technical jargon and intertwined with other literary genres
in structural and semantic relationships.

Methodology: An analytic semiotic approach was applied to the title, characterization, narrative,
lexical and semiotic levels down to the semantic, intertextual and cultural levels implicit in the
text.

Key Findings: 1) The author's ability to combine scientific data and literary style in his fiction and
to produce science fiction 2) the purpose of caring for the “fate of planet Earth”, preserving its
future to protect human civilization and keeping up with Arab scientific achievements 3)
attempting to emulate artificial intelligence products instead of being alienated from them in
order to develop Arab awareness 4) an explicit call to preserve the environment while aspiring
to the outer worlds.

Conclusion: Through his novel, the author has provided a qualitative addition, thus including it in
the literary experimentation category, specifically in science fiction, which is popular in the
West, given the importance of this genre that speaks to the mind and uses imagination to
objectively visualize achievements, enrich the cultural inventory and diversify artistic tastes,

which fulfills a need in our Arab societies and urges critics to study and analyze this genre.

Key words: Habib Sroury - displacement - science fiction - meditation — foresight
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